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COOPERATIVE ECONOMIC INSECT REPORT 


Highlights or Insect Conditions 


GRASSHOPPERS causing extensive damage to ‘all wheat and alfalfa 
in Oklahoma, New Mexico, Utah, and Oregon also report on these 
insects, (page 736 ). 


SOUTHERN MASKED CHAF#R damage to early-planted wheat re- 
corded in several Kansas counties. (page 735 ), 


A GRASSWORM (Mccis repanda) damaging smali grains and grasses 
in Spalding County, Georgia, and lawns in northern florida. 
(page cai ph. 


PECAN WEEVIL damage reported from Oklahoma, (page 738 ). 


SALT-MARSH CATERPILLAR migrating to vegetable fields in arcas 
of Arizona. (page 74v ), 


PINK BCLLWORM gin trash inspection report, (page 41 ). 
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WEATHER FOR THE WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 12,1953 


As heavy rains in Florida delayed planting and flooded pasture 

lancs, dry, sunny weather in most of the remainder of the country 
continued the critical moisture shortage but favored harvest operations 
which made the greatest advance on record in some sections, The 
season's first appreciable snowfall cast of the Rocky Mountains 
occurred in northern sections on the 7th, and the ena of the growing 


season was extended over the nortkern hal? of Iowa, portions of 
northern Illinois, Indiana, Onio, and most of Pennsylvania on the 8th, 


Tie moisture shortage is most critical in an area extending from 
the States bordering the Ohio tiiver to the Rocky Mountains and 

including the States bordering the lower Mississippi River. None 
ofthis area received any rain during the past week, and most of it 
tess than 5%: percent of normal for the past 2 months, Pastures 

are dry, small grains are making littie cr no progress, and stock 
water hauling is increasing. Also a high fire hazard has developed, 


although not serious fires have been reported yet. 


The heaviest rains in ¥lorida occurred on tne Sta during the passage 
of a Gulf tropical storm across the lower portion of the Peninsula, 
The weekly rainfall total at Daytona Beach exceeded $ inches. Gale- 
force winds caused some property damage in the Fort Myers vicintiy 
and heavy rains and high tides caused considerable damage in the 
Daytona Beach area. 


The only appreciable precipitation outside the *lorida area occurred 
as light to moderate showers in Washington, Oregon, and northern 
California cver the week end, and in the Middle Atlantic and New 
mngland States at the beginning of the pericd. Snowi:all on the 7th 
at higher elevations in northern portions of New York, Vermont, 
New Hampshire ana Maine ranged up to 6 inches, Snow flurries 
occurrec in nerthern Wisccnsin on the 6th, 


In the lower Great Plains and east of the Mississippi River tem- 
peratures for the week averaged from 3° tc 6° below normal, with 
minima in regions near the Canadian Border in the 20's at the be- 
sinning cf the period and in the 30's at the end. In the northern 
Great Plains and far west weekly averages were above normal, 

Near record high maximum temperatures prevailed in the central 
Great Basin area until the lOth. (Summary Supplied by U.S. Weather 
Bureau), 


Reports in this issue are for the week ending October 9, unless 
otherwise designated. 
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CEREAL BPs FORAGE INSECTS 


GRASSHOPPERS ~ OREGON - Infestations about normal in Willa- 
-.mette Valley counties. Occasional localized areas of threatening 

to heavy populations. Crop damage relatively light during 1953, 
Melanoplus femur-rubrum, M, wrexicanus and Chorthippus , 
longicornis dominant species, (Every). . NEW MEXICO - Adult 

. surveys indicated 1,505,009 acres have heavy populations. (Dobson), 
UTAH - Some small areas. in Utah County still have damaging pop- 
ulations. (Knowlton, Oct. 3). QKLAHOMA. - Extensive damage to 
fall wheat and alfalfa fields, (Bower). 


ZUROPEAN CORN BORER (Pyrausta nubilalis) - OHIO - Survey of 


field corn in 20 western. counties shows 535 borers per hundred plants 
compared with 57 burers one year ago. (Parks), 


SOUTHWESTERN CORN BORER (Diatraea grandiosella) - ARIZCNA- 
During a recent European corn borer survey, southwestern corn borer 
was taken a numer of times in ima, Santa Cruz, Graham and 
Maricopa Counties, Although common in fields, no economic 
damage-noted. (Lauderdale), Common in vields of hegari near 
Chandler. (Hopkins), This insect was first found in Arizona in 1916, 
KANSAS - Stalks damaged by second generation found in Smith and 
Johnson Counties, (Gates), OKLAHOMA - Ali-borers have entered 
hibernation stage, (Arbuthnot). MISSOURI - Delimiting surveys 
show infestation in 10 southwestern counties: Barry, Stone, Lawrence, 
Jasper, Dade, McDonald, Christian, Newton, Barton, and Vernon, 
Infestation runs from one-fourth to one percent in more northern 
counties, to as high as 20 percent in extreme southwestern counties, 
oe Thomas). 


SOUTHERN CORNSTALK BORER aes ities - NCRTH 


CAROLINA - Severe damage to late sweet corn in Duplin County. 


CORN LEA APHID (Rhopalosiphum maidis) - ARIZONA - Severe... 
in some fields of grain sorghum at Phoenix but being attacked by 


a hymenopterous parasite, a syrphid, a.chrysopid, and coccinellids, 
(Bibby), 
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FALL ARMYWORM (Laphygma frugiperda) - MISSISSIPPI - Feeding 
on oats, pastures and late corn in various areas, (Bennett, Bond, 
Hester). TEXAS - Much damage to grasses and cats. (Richardsen). 
KANSAS - Still found in staiks. ane ears of corn in north central 
area. (Gates). 


CORN EARWORM (He sliothis iis arr eens) - ARIZONA - Not as abundant 
on sorghum heads-as last ye: year, (Hopkins), EXAS - Attacking 
grain sorghum in Dimmit County. (Richardson). 


TERMITES = TEXAS = Injurio 4s to young y emerging cats, (Ric handeony 


SOUTHERN MASKED CHAFAR (Cyclocephala immac lata} - KANSAS- 
Grubs have cestroyed very early-planted wheat to extent some re- 
planting necessary. Damage reported from Sherman, Smith, Rice, 
Cttawa, Cloud, Pratt and Pawnee Counties, Wheat planted near 
hessian fly-free date has excaped damage as grubs had migrated 
below wheat seeding level, (Gates), 


FALSE WIRGWCRMS - KANSAS - Not abundant enough to damage 
wheat, (Gates), 


A WHIT#-FRINGED BEETLE (Gr Graphognathus sp.)- NOR TH CARCLINA- 
Found for first time in Johnston .County.- (Piland). 


SOUTHERN CORN ROOT’ WORM (Diabrotica undecimpunctata howardi)- 
NORTH CAROLINA - Only ligat-danage to peanuts in eastern 
counties; mocerate to heavy in more inland areas, (Dogger). 


LESSER CCRNSTALK BORER (Elasmopalpus lignosellus) - CALI- 
SORNIA'- Quite serious on black-eye beans in Palo Verde Valley 
this seascn. Out of 400 acres planted, about 20c complete loss. 
Late corn in Cee wells Valley heavily infested. (Gammon), NORTH 
CARCLINA onsicerable damage to soybeans in Craven County. 
(DuBoise), 


SPITTLEBUGS - MARYLAND - Moderate infestation -on alfalia at 
Mairland. (Bissell). 


LYGUS BUGS (uygus spp.) - UTAH - Still moderately numerous in 
northern area, enowhon Oct. 4). 
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A GRASSWORM (Mocis repanda) - MiSSISSIPPI - Larvae taken from 
grass in a field in George County during September identified as 
this species, (Bond). GEORGIA - Heavy infestation defcliating 
small grains and pastures in Spalding aes Larvae migrating 
from crabgrass in old corn fields, Oct, 1. (Beckham). FLORIDA- 
Severe damage to bahia and Bermuda pease pastures in Gaumeeyite 
area, (Kuitert). 


A SOD WEBWORM (Pachyzancla sp.) - FLORIDA - Continues to 
damage many centipede and St, Augustine grass lawns in Gaines- 
ville area. Many lawns being treated. (Kuitert). 


A CRICKET (fnurogryllus muticus) - NORTH CAROLINA - Damage 


ee 


to lawns in Wake County. (Fulton, Scott). 


FRUIT INSECTS 


A FIG BEETLE (Cotinus texana) - CALIFORNIA - Infestation found 
on peach at South Arcadia, Los Angeles County, August 24, This 
location is approximately 25 miles northwest of nearest previously . 
reported find at Chino in San Bernardino County. This beetle has 
also been reported from Orange and Riverside Counties. (Armitage). 


PEACH TREE BORER (Sanninoidea exitiosa) - UTAH - Some poate 
and peach orchards very heavily attacked. pinowlton). 


ROSE LEAFHOPPER (Typhlocyba rosae) - UTAH - Damage and leaf 
discoloration from light to severe:in most‘prune orchards. (Knowlton, 
Oct, 3), 


WOOLLY APPLE APHID (Hriosoma lanigerum) - UTAH - Extremely 


De 
abundant on "water sprouts" of apple in several orchards, (Knowlton). 


PEAR-SiLUG (Calirca cerasi) - UTAH - Some damage in large pear 
orchard in Webcr County. Damage to cherry in Utah, Davis and 
Weber Counties. aaa Oct: 3): 


APHIDS - UTAH 7 Fall mignan ts and tee ere abundant on prune trees 
in several areas... Many trees show moderate to severe leaf-curling , 
(Knowton, Oct. 3). 
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“SAN JOSE and FORBES SCALES (Aspidiotus pérniciosus and A. 
forbesi) - GEORGIA - Infestation on peach trees in Georgia peach oelt 
ccnsiderably less than average year, (Snapp). 


PECS N WE SEVIL (Curculic caryae) - OKLAHOMA - Oviposition 

and emergence dates es about one week earlier than normal, Cn. early - 
filling varieties emergence began during last third of September; 

7S percent complete on some trees oy Octover 8, Crop losses on 
early varieties range from 50 to 990 percent, while on later varieties 
loss of 16 to 26 percent estimated. (Walton), 


FALL WEBWORM (Hyphantria cunea) - NORTH CAROLINA ~ De = 
foliated pecan trees in New Hanover ¢ County. “(sectt). 


WALNUT APHID (Callaphis juglandis) - CALIFORNIA - Heavy 
Net tion found on walnut at East Palo Alto, San Mateo County. 
Bass represents first record of this insect in this county and the 
third county in the State in which this aphid has been found, (Armitage). 


A GRAPE LEAFHOPPER (Erythroneura variabilis) - ARIZONA - 
Games much damage to grapes earlier, but now ow disappearing, (Hopkins), 


CALIFORNIA RED SCALE (Aonidiella aurantii) - TEXAS - Attacking 
numerous experimental citrus trees at Winter Garden, (Richardson). 


’ MITE (Brevipalpus lewisi) - ARIZONA - Common on citrus in 
Tempe area. No damage apparent, (Hopkins). 


CITRUS THRIPS (Scirtothrips citri) - ARIZONA - Abundant in un- 
treated citrus groves in Salt River Valley. (Hopkins). 


iis LEAFHOPPER (Empoasca sp-’,) - ARIZONA - Very abundant on 
citrus, (Hopkins), | 


TRUCK CROv INSECTS 
CABBAGE LOCPER (Trichoplusia ni) - ARIZONA - Abundant in 


all vegetable fields examined in Salt River Vailey. (Hopkins). 
MARYLAND - Plentiful on cabbage at Fairland. (Bissell), 


i] 
~J 
Ww 
co 

{ 


- MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE (Epilachna varivestis) - VIRGINIA - ~Con- 
siderable injury. to. snap beans. a1 and | older : plantings of limas not 
properly treated in, Norfolk area. Poguiek ions about normal for 
time of year, (Brubaker), FLORIDA - Increase on string beans 

in Gadsden County area, probably due to relaxation of control 
Measures, (May}. 


APHIDS - UTAH - Heavy population of fall migrants on celery and 
potatoes in Utah County. (Knowlton, Oct. 3). OHIO - Cabbage — 
aphids troublesome on tate crucifers (cabbage, broccoli and mustard) 
in central counties. (Parks). MARYLAND. - Cabbage aphid plentiful 
on cabbage at Fairland, Potato aphids plentitul on tomatoes, (Bissell), 


SPIDER MITiiS - ARIZONA -, Populations sufficient on celery to 
necessitate oat in-some fidlds at. Phoenix, (Bibby). 


YELLOW -STRIPED ARMYWORM (Prodenia ornithogalli) - ARIZONA- 
Comn.on in-some cabbage fields near Mesa. (Hopkins), 


A.LEAFHOPPER (Empoasca filamenta). - UTAH - Most numerous, 
leafhopper.on celery, (Knowlton). ? 


TOMATO HORNWORM, TOMA TC Oo FRUITWORM, and Y ELLOW- 
STRIPED ARMYWORM damaging. tomatoes in Zavala and Dimmit 
Counties, TEXAS. (Richardson). 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis aves igera) - ARIZONA - Ege Doan on 
lettuce in several fields in Salt River Valley. (Hopkins). VIRGiNIA- 
Damage severe on snap:beans being harvested in Norfolk, area, 
(Brubaker),. -MARYLAND . - Moderate on tomatoes , at Fairland, 
(Bissell). i 


INSECTS ON SUGAR BEETS - ARIZONA - Webworm moths seen 
in fields at Phoenix, larvae of one speices reported at Scottsdale, 
Desert flea beetle, membracids, and cicadellids numerous in 
Sweepings: from: fields at Phoenix... AB ADDY) 


BEET ARMYWCRM (Laphygma ae - ARIZONA - Eggs and larvae 
in some,sugar beet fields at i Phoenix | put not serious. Increase in eggs 
and larvae on vegetables at Phoenix and Yuma. (Bibby). ‘Damaging 
castor beans near Mesa. (Hopkins). scien 


SALT-MARSH CATERPILLAR (Estigmene acrea) - ARIZONA - Mi- 
grating in large numbers in areas south of Tempe and Mesa. (Hopkins). 
Moths and larvae very numerous in Yuma. Aluminum foil barriers 
around many vegetable fields. {Haga}. OKLAHOMA - Injuring 

castor beans near Stillwater, {Fenton}. 


HORNWORMS and BUDWORMS - NORTH CARULINA - Still present 
in many late-maturing tobacco fields. Ccnsicerable parasitisin. 
(Jones}, i 


PICKLEWCRM (Diaphania nitidalis) - FLORIDA - Rather heavy 
infestation on early-‘all squash in Gadsden County area, {May}. 
MARYiAND - A few on crockneck squash at Fairland. {Bisseil}. 


SPOTT#ZD CUCUMBER BEETLE (Diavrotica uncecimpunctata 
howarci) - MARYLAND - Plentiful and generai at Fairland, (Bisseil). 


AN AFRICAN EARWIG (Eubdorellia cincticollis) - CALIFORNIA - Found 
in Fresno County for first time. Nearest previous locality Riverside 
County, which is 23° miles south and east oi Fresno, Also recorded 
in Tulare County for first time. This insect in Imperial Valley has 
proven to be an inhabitant of moist ground - found under grass, 

boards, rocks, etc, Irrigated areas are intabited by it, Economic 
importance Seems to be principally as a household pest, aithough, 

it attacks irrigated melons, {Keifer}. 


LILY WSEVIL (Agasphaer ops nigra} - CREGON - Heavy infestations 
in Curry County. (very), 


A COREID (Arhyssus bohemanii) - NORTH CARCLINA - Damaging 
shruvos in Henderson County, Althaea infested in Wake County. 
{Bennett, Jones, Mitchell). 


COTTON INSECTS 


Send 


BOLL WEEVIL {Anithonomus crandis} - NORTH CAROLINA - Still 
present in suitable fields. (Scott). 


THRIPS - TEXAS - Medium to. severe locai infestation attacking 
cotton in Fannin County, (Loftis}. - 


CCTTON APHID (Aphis gossypii) - NEW MEXICO - Heaviest infes- 
tation in recent years in central area , Large amounts of cotton 
will be contaminated with "honeydew", (Dobson). | 


COTTON LEAFWORM (Alabama argillacea) - NORTH CAROLINA - 
More abundant this year than usual, Reported from Pitt, Lenoir, 
Jones, Onslow, Green and Johnston Counties. Some discolored 
lint may result from localized severe infestations. (Grant, Franck, 
Jones), 


LYGUS BUGS (Lyzgus spp.) - NEW MEXICO - Infestations tapering ~ 
off in cotton and alfalfa, Very heavy infestations throughout summer 
in alialfa with scattered infestation in cotton near alfalfa fields. (Dobson), 


PINK BOLLWORM (Pectinophora gossypiella) - Gin trash inspections 
have continued negative in Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, Arkansas, 
and on the West Coast of Mexico, No new areas have been found 
infested in Louisiana and only three pink bollworms have deen iound 
within regulated area of tais State. This finding was in DeSota Parish, 
adjacent to Texas, and it appears likely that two of these specimens 
found may have originated in Texas. 


Texas inspections are now veing conducted in northeast, north central, 
and west central counties. Most of these munties show some increase 
over 1952, the more definite increases being west’of a line from Waco 
to Dallas and north. A list follows of most of the recently completed 
counties, showing numbers of pink bollworms found per bushel for 
1953 and 1952, | Ais ict 


County PBW per Bu, _ County PBW per Bu, 
1952 4953" ° Te as Ce) 
Angelina ao a PaO Oe Eran) mira cee , 05 
Bos que 1.4 £3 Navarro . 09 Oe 
Cherokee . 08 he Palo Pinto 2,9: 10..22 
~ Collin On Bl) Panola. tesa 16 

Comanche 25, 46 32 Parker | ais a 

Dallas a 0)? . Ol Rusk 0% a 
Denton , OF - 88 f San Augustine Ue 14 
Etlis’” v) ee TOUS "Shelby | TO , 18 
Erath 14.77 48,7 Smith 49 Be) 
Gregg - O1 WS Tarrant , 004 . 46 

(Jeffrey) 


BOLLWCRMS ‘Heliothis spp. et al) - NORTH CAROLINA - Small 
numbers in ate fields where foliage still Boas eae 


CORRECTION: ad oliaue the species of yellow- Reeined armyworm 
reported in September 25 issue of Cooperative Economic Insect 
Report (Vol. 3, Ne. 39, De 704) to be Procenia practica, (He tfernan). 
This was carried as P. ornithogalli, 


FOREST INSECTS 


A CATERPILLAR (prob. Ryacionia frustrana} - GEORGIA - Killing 
tips of young pines in 20-acre planting ir in 1 Jasper ee Also noted 
in Spalding County, (Milner), 


A BARK BEETLE (Ips calligraphus) and AN AMBROSIA BEETLE 
(Platypus flavicornis) infesting injured pine trees in Jackson County. 
MISSISSIPPI. (Bond). : 


AN APHID (Periphyllus populicola) - NEW MEXICO - Cottonwoods 
in Mesilla Valley heavily infested. |'Honeydew'' heavy. (Debeon}, 


A TENT CATEREILLA \R (Malacosoma: fragilis) - NEW: MEXICO - 
Abundant on cottonwood along Rio Grande River from Texas iine to 
Valarde. Have stripped and completely coverec many small 
trees, (Dobson). 


‘BOXELDER BUG (Leptocoris trivittatus) - NORTH CAROLINA - Very 


abundant on boxelder in Wake and Union Counties. (Jones, Scott} 


IPS BARK BEETLES - - NORTH CAROLINA - Caused damage to pines 
in many areas including Wake, Wayne and Vance Counties. (Jones, ford). 


SOUTHERN PINE BEETLE {(Dendroctonus frontalis) - NORTH CAROLINA- 
Appeared in outbreaks in certain central western counties. (Speers, 
Jones), 


A TERMITE (Zootermopsis angusticollis; - KANSAS - Termites found 
alive in recent shipment of lumber shipped to Wichita by an inland 
mill in Oregon have been ment ied as this species. The mill was 
logging a burned over area., (Shuyler), This species colild prove 

of real importance in the Bee Infestations have been eradicated 


previously in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Texas and Michigan. 
(Snyder), 


INSECTS AF eA MN AND ANIMALS 


FLIES ON LIVES TOCK + OKLAHOMA - Stable: ‘ly achalasia on. 
untreated cattle relati vely high: 50-75 per animal. Horn fly popu- 
lations low: 75-15% saa animal... (Howell). oh 


BUACK WIDOW SPIDER(Lactrodec ctus mactans - NORTH CAROLINA - 
Very prevalent in Wake and id Alamance Counties. (Bason, Jones, Scott), 


MITES ON POULTRY - NORTH CAROLINA - Reported difficult to 
ontrol in laying houses in Union County. (Jones, Nicholson), 


HOUSE FLY (Musca domestica) - NORTH CAROLINA - Still very 
aoundant in dairy barns in many counties. Late season control 
measures wil! need to be continued. (Jones). 


.S TOR ED ~PRODUCTS INSECTS 


STORED-GRAIN INSECTS - MICHIGAN - Varicus grain infesting 
species. locally numerous about Lansing, Mason and Eaton Rapids. 
(Hutson). NORTH CAROLINA - Large numbers of cadelle larvae 
reported from Wake, Pitt, Johnston, Cabarrus and Caldwell 
Counties. Heavy infestations of other insects reported ‘rom stored 
wheat in several counties. Some corn fields showing heavy infes- 
tations of rice weevil.. Condition worse in eastern counties, (Scott, 
Jones), KANSAS - Infestations reported in wheat stored in buildings 
not properly cleaned and sprayed, (Gates). 


CIGARETTE BEETLE (Lasioderma serricorne) - GEORGIA - Ex- 
tremely heavy infestation int bagged cottonseed meal in storage ware~- 
house in Athens. (Beckham, Oct, 1). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSECTS i 


A WEEVIL (Cyrtepistomus castaneus) - MARYLAND - Plentiful 
and general at t Fairlanc. (Bissell), 


CLOVER MITE (Bryobia praeticsa) - MICHIGAN - Extremely 
annoying all over Southern part of State. (Hutson). 


A CERAMBYCID (Crossidius hirtipes) - OREGON - Found infesting 
roots of Ca eotiennas Sp.. very dy in Harney County. (Every). 
BOXELDER BUG (Leptocoris trivittatus) - OHIO - Entering homes 
where host tree near, ane 


A COREID ee oe sp.) - OREGON - Frequent inquiries from 
many areas. These insects have been a common household nuisance 
for past few years. (Every). 


Recent Important Interceptions at Ports of Entry 


Carmine garlic borer -- A single garlic bulb in cargo from Morocco 
at New York was found recently to contain 81 living larvae of a cossid 
moth believed to be Dyspessa ulula (Bkh.}, (Danos). Outwardly, the 
bulb appeared fairly sound except for the . unnatural softness but 
the tissue of each clove had been entirely consumed by the bright 

red larvae. This pest of garlic and onion is not present in the . 
United States but plagues tne growers of thes® vegetables in most 

of temperate Europe and the near Hast. The 275 baskets of garlic 
comprising this shipment were fumigated with methyl bromide, 

This destructive insect is intercepted about six times each year, 
usually in cargo shipments. {Oakley). 


